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Welcome to the 4th Quarter 2024 Ozark Division Newsletter.  My apologies for the lateness of the Newsletter, 
but December turned out to be a busy month.   I hope you enjoy this edition of the Newsletter.  Included are my 
interview with past Ozark Division President, Rob English and an article by Brad Marples on early wind-up trains.  
But first, a word from our Division President, Darin Grant. 
 

 
President’s Message- 
 
 In October I attended the Fall TCA Eastern Division Train Meet in York, Pennsylvania.  To those in our division 
who have not attended this meet before, I would encourage you to consider attending at least once.  The meet 
fills several buildings on the York Fairgrounds with an enormous number of trains for sale.  Prior to this, other 
shows are held in nearby hotels, fire stations and at the fairgrounds. There are also operating layouts at York, 
and a nearby club, the Lower Susquehanna Valley Modular Railroad opens its layout to anyone who would like 
to run their trains there.  The National Toy Train Museum, the Pennsylvania State Railroad Museum, the 
Strasburg Railroad and the Choo Choo Barn are also nearby and fun to visit.  York is more than buying trains; I 
had a great time meeting old friends and making many new friends.  I also learned a thing or two about the 
hobby and viewed trains I had never seen before.  I encourage anyone who has not been to give it a try 
sometime! 
 

 
 
Do you have a question or would like to contribute an article for the Ozark Newsletter?   If so, please look at the 

Guidelines for submitting an article for the Ozark Newsletter, found at the end of this Newsletter. 

Contact me at olathedonm@aol.com.  Please add Ozark Newsletter to your subject line, so I know it is not spam.     
We are always looking for new subjects to add to the Newsletter.   
Finally, our president, Darin Grant has done a yeoman’s job of bringing the Ozark Division website up to date.     
You can find the Ozark web site at  ozarkdivisiontca.org.
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Rob English 96-43303 

Early in December of 2024, I had the opportunity to sit down with Ozark’s Past President, Rob English.  We met 

in his suburban Saint Louis home surrounded by his large layout and his amazing collection of PreWar trains. 

Like so many of us Rob got his first train for Christmas 

1970.  Although he does not have the original set, he has 

been able to recreate the set including the set box.  1970 

was one of the early years for General Mills and MPC.  

Included in the Pacemaker set was a 2-4-2 engine with 3 

inexpensive plastic cars and a caboose.  A modest 

beginning was the seed that bloomed into an extensive 

collection of toy trains. 

In those early days Rob was living in Atlanta, Ga.  He, 

along with two older neighbors that lived across the 

street, would hang out, play trains, G.I. Joes, match box 

cars and the like. Dreams of trains were spurred by the 

Sears Christmas book and J.C. Penny’s Wish Book.   

Rob’s first layout was built in the late 70s when the family had moved to St. Louis.  The base of the Layout was a 

ping pong table.  It was just a couple of loops of track. He ran his first train, and he had a Boston and Maine GP.  

Rob commented that he “loved” the Geep in Blue and Black with White stripes.  Later layouts included an “N” 

scale layout on a 3 X 4 sheet of plywood.  In the early 90s Rob moved back to St. Louis and built an “O” gauge 

layout out of Gargraves track and 2x4 scraps of lumber the carpenters at job sites would let him take home.  It 

was the first time Rob attempted scenery and the like. 

In 1999 the English’s bought a house in suburban St. 

Louis.  In 2000 Rob started construction of his first 

version of his 28 ’x 60 ’layout.  It was primarily an “O” 

gauge layout.  After 8 or 9 years, Rob converted the 

layout to a loop of standard gauge track, a loop of “O” 

gauge tubular track and a loop of “T” rail.  His good 

friend Dave Aholt is a retired millwork designer.  Dave 

provided a lot of help to Rob.  Dave was instrumental 

in the building of the structure and especially the 

custom curved-front tables. The fret work is Rob’s 

design executed by TW Trainworx. Rob also helped 

Dave build his layout.  During the 1990’s and 2000’s the 

pair-built layouts for other people.  The layouts range 

from a single table with scenery to 25 to 30 tables.  For the big layouts the pair built the table, laid and wired 

some track and let the owners finish the layout.  Rob indicated that they probably built 30 to 40 layouts.  Rob 

called this his “side gig”.  

What caused Rob to get into scale “stuff” and pre-war trains was the 700E.  Seeing the 700E and some of the 

scale stuff encouraged Rob to look to the past.   



 

 

 

Lionel 1937 700e 

Rob commented “When I started looking to the past, I noticed some of the collectors here (St. Louis) had 

organized a group called the “First Friday” group.  They invited me to join and see the layouts or the collection 

displays of those gentlemen.  They motivated me to acquire my first standard gauge set. I really fell in love with 

the colors, sounds and smells.” 

Rob continued, “The group I think was subtitled “7 honest train collectors”.  These were guys who researched 

and got together once a month on the first Friday of the month.  We talked about trains.  It has morphed a little 

bit to more of a social group.  A lot of learning still is going on.  Still going on every year since 1978.  You keep 

your mouth shut, ears open, and you learn from these guys.  They were all knowledgeable TCA members and 

honest!” 

It was the “First Friday” group that motivated Rob to become a TCA member.  You had to be a TCA member to 

be part of the group.  That was back in 1995 when you had to have two signatures of TCA members on your 

application.  And you were on probation for a year.  Early “First Friday” members that influenced Rob’s collecting 

desires were Lloyd Taaffe, and hobby shop owner Steve Lukefahr. 

The TCA has been in Rob’s blood ever since.  As I mentioned he was the Ozark Division President.  While Rob 

was Division President, the longtime head of the National TCA’s marketing committee, John DeSantis, passed 

away.  That left the TCA without any leadership in their marketing effort.  Rob was asked by the national TCA 

President to step in and take over the committee.  He has been able to bring the TCA Marketing Plan back to life.   

In addition to his national TCA responsibilities, Rob has been an active member of the St. Louis Gateway chapter 

of the TCA.   He also belongs to the LCCA, and LOTS.  He goes to train shows, train auctions, and the national TCA 

convention.  He also has been doing repairs for a local St. Louis train shop for the past 6 years.  

  



 

 

When asked if he has a favorite train, he explained 

“There’s a lot of trains, I couldn’t pick one. The one I 

am happiest with at the moment is the 1928 America 

Flyer Colonel.”  This set is so rare, there is very little 

information on Google about it.  A picture of the Flyer 

Colonel is shown at right.  For those of you who are 

Facebook subscribers, here is a LINK Rob posted with 

video of Colonel in action.  

When asked what he thought about the future of the 

toy train hobby, Rob replied.  “I think the future is 

bright.  There’s a whole generation of kids that are not 

quite here yet, but grew up with the digital sounds, 

TMCC and all those bells and whistles.  Plus, they have 

the very young exposure to Thomas the Train.  That sort of sets the stage.  The future is bright BUT we have to 

change and invite them to be part of our community.” 

When asked for final comments Rob replied “I think the Ozark Division is in a bit of renaissance because we have 

stronger Chapter leadership. We’ve had stronger leadership in growing the membership and inviting folks into 

our community.  I think one of the biggest things of all is that we have more of a willingness to share what we 

know.” 

Our thanks to Rob for his leadership in the Division and National TCA. 

Don Miller  06-59842 

 

Your 2025 Ozark Division TCA Dues notices have been distributed: $10.00 dues are payable by March 15, 2025. 

 Please submit your checks as soon as possible. As to the question of “What do I get for my $10.00?”, your 

contributions help to fund the business of the Division, including, but not limited to: 

1)    The Ozark Division Quarterly Newsletter 

2)      Maintaining our secure email account ozarkdivision@ozarkdivisiontca.org used for communication with our 

members. 

3)    Maintaining the secure Ozark Division website as well as future chapter websites. 

4)    Marketing and expense support for Division train shows 

 

 For Dues questions or comments, please email me at: ozarkdivision2024@gmail.com 

 

 For those of you who have already paid for 2025, thank you! 

 

Jim Bryan  05-58519 

Secretary/Treasurer - Ozark Division TCA 
329 Summit Heights Ct. 
Fenton, MO 63026  

https://www.facebook.com/share/v/15mvz2JvSX/
mailto:ozarkdivision@ozarkdivisiontca.org
mailto:ozarkdivision2024@gmail.com
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https://www.google.com/maps/search/329+Summit+Heights+Ct.+%0D%0A+Fenton,+MO+63026?entry=gmail&source=g


 

 

 

A bit about handcars in my collection.  By Brad Marples HE95-41819 
(Pictures in this article can expanded by clicking on the picture and then clicking on the picture that appears.) 

As many of you know, the longer that I’ve been into trains, the older the trains that interest me seem to 

be.  When I walk into a train show, it’s the prewar trains that catch my eye. One of the early types of toy trains 

that I’ve collected a few of is handcars.  I guess I call them toy trains because eventually they were made to run 

on tinplate track.  The first ones I’ll show you were, however, simple floor toys.  They are toys at any rate.    

Handcars have been used on railroads since before the Civil War.  In fact, in later years each section of 

track, 6-10 miles long, was cared for by a section gang who rode and carried their tools on handcars.  They would 

stop and lift the handcars off the tracks for trains to pass.  Early toy train models of handcars were windup toys.  

After World War I there was increased interest in buying American made toys as opposed to those from 

Germany. Bing did make windup handcars, but I don’t have any of those.  Here are a few of these toys that I’ve 

acquired over the years.    

The first company we’ll talk about was owned by Ferdinand Strauss.  He had hired a young Louis Marx in 1912 
and a friend of his, Henry Katz, in 1917.  Both became important players in the American toy train industry.  
Ferdinand Strauss’s company began making toys around 1918.   Louis Marx was voted out by Strauss’ Board of 
Directors and formed Louis Marx and Company in about 1919.  Strauss was out of business by 1927 when Louis 

Marx’s thriving company acquired his building. 
Probably my oldest handcar was made by the 
Ferdinand Strauss Company around 1920.  It had these 
colorful characters wearing polka dot pajamas and 
was a windup floor toy no flanges on wheels for track. 

 

And here is a view of this early type of windup, a wire 

spring coil.  If any of you own a Joy Line #350 tin 

lithographed engine, you will recognize this spring.          

 

 

 

Here is a closeup of the maker’s mark. 

https://photobucket.com/share/db8ae3e4-c811-45c4-96a1-ab2c80cadf99
https://photobucket.com/share/93fefe05-c73a-44da-9e7f-ce4cbb3fa28f
https://photobucket.com/share/ef320643-fdf0-4e5c-b632-e79d7fe1b771


 

 

 

 

 

 

The Girard Model Works was founded by 

Frank E Wood in 1919 and eventually made Joy Line 

trains from 1927-1935.  Early Joy Line trains of the 

late 20’s were floor trains.  The early #350 loco had 

the basic coil spring made of wire like German floor 

toys and the handcar made by the Ferdinand 

Strauss Company shown above.  Here is a picture of an 

early Girard Model Works floor toy handcar that I 

borrowed from somewhere.  You can see the similarity 

to the Strauss version easily.   

 

This is my Girard Model Works handcar, now made 

for tinplate track.   

 

On the left is a closeup of the maker’s mark. 

 

The familiar wire coil spring in the Girard Model 

Works (Joy Line) handcar is shown below.  

 

 

Joy Line first made a cast iron engine with 

strap spring steel windup motor shortly after 

1930.  

Louis Marx oversaw all Joy Line sales 

from his office in NYC and purchased Joy Line 

after Girard fell into receivership during the 

Great Depression (bankruptcy 1934).  The Marx 

1934 catalog has Joy Line trains shown 

alongside the Marx UP M10000.  For the next 

40 years the Joy Line clockwork motor with the 

spring steel spring remained in use with little 

alteration, powering Marx windup trains.  We’ll 

https://photobucket.com/share/efebbf81-19c0-40f6-94cc-a9475f90bd80
https://photobucket.com/share/1c996b63-f58d-400c-89c7-85385cd6632c
https://photobucket.com/share/cdc25e5b-920f-490c-8293-bf20dcd02011
https://photobucket.com/share/5102623c-cd4c-43e4-b3d5-7c1a081a951d


 

 

see that motor shortly, but first a handcar made by Louis Marx featuring Kayo and Moon Mullins.  This picture 

is one that I borrowed from somewhere, but I include it because the handcar was made with Kayo standing on 

a box of dynamite.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

For some reason, the oldest 

Kayo and Moon Mullins handcar that I 

have been able to find has him standing 

on a box of spinach!   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This is the last handcar that I’m going to show you with the wire coil spring.  On the next page you can 

see the tabs of the spinach box that Kayo stands on to the right in the picture.  They look original to me.  The 

observer will note that the right axle is angled which made this toy go around in circles if run on the floor and 

not on track.  The axle can be straightened for track.  

 

https://photobucket.com/share/faa62e2a-3a43-4e55-884a-6a85304fbb42
https://photobucket.com/share/2b74f668-b22c-454f-895a-4670166a531a


 

 

 

 

  
This is a view of the bottom of the handcar showing the typical Marx wheels and motor frame. This baby 

will run a lot farther a lot faster than the earlier ones produced with the wire coil spring.  

 

 

Louis Marx and Company made a 

deluxe version of the Kayo and 

Moon Mullins handcar that featured 

their new strap steel spring.  It has a 

yellow base and an elongated red 

box that covers up the top part of 

the spring motor with the 

character’s names printed on it.  It is 

much heavier than the previous 

versions we’ve seen. 

https://photobucket.com/share/7dcdc8cf-784c-4121-a21c-f590179f4111
https://photobucket.com/share/451493c4-5666-4286-8304-355c774b4100
https://photobucket.com/share/332f6a66-bdca-4574-b614-537c265c1a21


 

 

  

Marx made another handcar, that is special, but few remain because the figures were rubber and didn’t last.  I 

was able to buy a Marx Popeye hand car with presumably reproduction figures.  I haven’t run it because I’m sure 

even the reproduction figures aren’t going to love flexing up and down with the walking beam.  You can see 

Olive Oil crawling on the side of the elongated box that covers the top of the motor and the broken or cut metal 

piece that would have moved the walking beam up and down right in front of Olive Oil’s green shoe.   

 
From the bottom you get a good view of the strap steel spring that powers these handcars from about 1935.  

 

https://photobucket.com/share/414ad432-2f9c-455e-8466-c922ff3cd24b
https://photobucket.com/share/06db4c1f-7212-4f42-ba51-2ea5985e00ac


 

 

 

I don’t own an 

original Lionel Mickey 

Mouse handcar, but 

many of you do, so I 

didn’t feel compelled to 

get a picture of one.  I do 

own this Lionel Peter 

Rabbit Chick-Mobile, 

which was made in the 

same 1935-37 

timeframe and helped 

save Lionel from 

bankruptcy, too.  I’m 

embarrassed to say how 

much I paid Ben Neill for 

this little wind-up toy, 

but in the 1990’s trains 

were at an all-time high.  

 

 

I hope these pictures come across so you can see them.  You are always welcome to come to my house 

and we’ll play with them.  Anyone old enough to remember my talk on windup trains from April of 2010, knows 

that I have a few of those, too (At least 70 were discussed that day, but it was a PowerPoint).   

 

To view Brad’s original Hi-definition pictures click on this LINK.      

 

Chapter Activities 

Gateway Chapter – Saint Louis, MO 

The Gateway chapter's active members met for 

coffee weekly during the 4th quarter of 2024. In 

addition, our members hosted and did the work to 

put on the Great St Louis train show in early 

December. The show was a success. 

  

https://photobucket.com/share/3ecd55e9-d777-47d7-b16e-3a19ddcd72ff
https://photobucket.com/share/2640ae77-9223-4a7f-b905-e16a0942e117


 

 

Heart of America Chapter – Kansas City, MO 

On December 14 the Heart of America Chapter of 

the TCA held their annual meeting at the Missouri 

Model Railroad Museum in Independence, 

Missouri.  A show and tell, door prizes, cookies and 

cake were part of the event.  The purpose of the 

meeting was to review the Secretary/Treasurer’s 

report and to elect new officers.  One of the 

highlights of the meeting was the auction of two 

“As cataloged” new 6464 girls box cars with mono-

chrome doors.  The cars as shown in the original 

1958 Lionel catalog brought the chapter $150.00.  A 

good time was had by all.  Those serving are Mike 

Bartley, President; Tom French, Vice President; Bill 

Rook, Secretary/Treasurer; Dwight Carmichael, 

Board Member; Darin Grant, Board Member. 

 

In conjunction with Don and Judy Miller, the HOA 

assisted in holding an open house on the last 

Saturday and Sunday in December.  The Miller’s 

plan to move within the next couple of years so this 

was the final open house for Don’s “Dakota 

Southern Railroad”.  In the two afternoons Don 

estimates that over 175 attended.  Features of the 

open house included the candy train, a list of 25 

things to find on the layout and lots of buttons for 

the kids to push.  HOA members that assisted in 

running the trains and crowd control were Mike 

Bartley, Brad Marples and David Smith.   

 

It was a very gratifying experience for the Millers.  

Don said that he was especially pleased with the 

number of children that attended.  We took lots of 

pictures, here is a LINK to a PhotoBucket album. 

  

https://photobucket.com/share/2b29e93b-7051-43d3-a528-0ca0d3c9eeb9


 

 

Train Related Activities 
 

January 18th, 2025:  TNMOT Model Train Swap 

Meet 

Saturday 9:00am – 1:00pm 

The National Museum of Transportation 

Entrance #2 

2933 Barrett Station Road, St. Louis, 

MO  63122 

  

January 25-26th, 2025:  Great Train Show 

Saturday 10:00am – 4:00pm, Sunday 10:00am 

– 4:00pm 

St. Charles Convention Center 

St. Charles, MO 

  

February 2nd, 2025:  Mid-America Train & Toy 

Show 

Sunday 9:00am – 2:00pm          

KCI Expo Center 

11730 NW Ambassador Drive, Kansas City, MO 

  

February 14-15th, 2025:  Winter Train Show, 

Stillwater 

Friday 5:00pm – 7:00pm, Saturday 9:00am – 

3:00pm 

Payne County Fairgrounds 

4518 Expo Circle E., Stillwater, OK 

https://www.ttos-soonerdiv.org/train-

shows.html 

  

March 1-2nd, 2025:  23rd Annual Lawrence 

Train Show & Swap Meet 

Saturday 9:00am – 5:00pm, Sunday 9:00am – 

3:00pm 

Crown Toyota 

3400 South Iowa St., Lawrence, KS  66046 

www.lawrencemodelrailroadclub.org 

  

March 8th, 2025: Boeing Employees Model 

Railroad Club Swap Meet 

Saturday 10:00am—3:00pm 

Greensfelder Recreation Complex at Queeny 

Park 

550 Wiedman Rd. St Louis, MO  63011 

  

April 5th, 2025:  Spring Train Show, Greater 

Tulsa Area 

Saturday 9:00am – 3:00pm 

Creek County Fairgrounds 

17808 SH-66, Kellyville, OK  74039 

https://www.ttos-soonerdiv.org/train-

shows.html 

  

April 24-26th, 2025:  York Train Meet Eastern 

Division TCA 

York State Fairgrounds, 334 Carlisle Ave, York, 

PA 17404 

https://www.easterntca.com/ 

  

June 21-28th, 2025:  71st National TCA 

Convention 

Hyatt Regency Jacksonville Waterfront Hotel 

225 East Coastline Drive, Jacksonville, FL 32202 

www.tcatrains.org/national-tca-convention/ 

  

July 6-12th, 2025:  Lionel Operating Train 

Society (LOTS) Annual Convention 

Hilton Garden Inn 

1307 E. Market St., Akron, OH 

https://lots-trains.org/ 

  

July 11-12th, 2025:  Summer Train Show, 

Stillwater 

Friday 5:00pm – 7:00pm, Saturday 9:00am – 

3:00pm 

Payne County Fairgrounds 

4518 Expo Circle E., Stillwater, OK 

https://www.ttos-soonerdiv.org/train-

shows.html 

  

July 21-26th, 2025:  Lionel Collectors Club 

America (LCCA) Annual Convention 

Scranton, PA 

August 3rd, 2025:  Mid-America Train & Toy 

Show 

Sunday 9:00am – 2:00pm          

KCI Expo Center 

11730 NW Ambassador Drive, Kansas City, MO 

  

https://www.ttos-soonerdiv.org/train-shows.html
https://www.ttos-soonerdiv.org/train-shows.html
http://www.lawrencemodelrailroadclub.org/
https://www.ttos-soonerdiv.org/train-shows.html
https://www.ttos-soonerdiv.org/train-shows.html
https://www.easterntca.com/
http://www.tcatrains.org/national-tca-convention/
https://lots-trains.org/
https://www.ttos-soonerdiv.org/train-shows.html
https://www.ttos-soonerdiv.org/train-shows.html


 

 

October 16-18th, 2025:  York Train Meet 

Eastern Division TCA 

York State Fairgrounds, 334 Carlisle Ave, York, 

PA 17404 

https://www.easterntca.com/ 

  

November 9th, 2025:  Mid-America Train & Toy 

Show 

Sunday 9:00am – 2:00pm          

KCI Expo Center 

11730 NW Ambassador Drive, Kansas City, MO 

  

December 6th, 2025:  Great St. Louis Christmas 

Train Show 

Saturday 9:00am – 3:00pm 

Orlando’s, 4300 Hoffmeister Ave, St. Louis, MO 

63125 

 

Ozark Division Officers 
 

Darin Grant 11-65910 – President 

11326 W 132nd Terrace  

Overland Park, KS 66213  

913-486-2131  

dgrant@kc.rr.com 

 

John Leyland 15-71062 - Vice President 

(Central MO TCA liaison) 

1460 Old Iron Road 

Hermann, MO  65041 

417-336-2305 

jleyland@aol.com 

 

Jim Bryan 05-58519 - Secretary/Treasurer 

329 Summit Heights Court 

Fenton MO  63026-3952 

417-336-2305 

bryanj1818@gmail.com 

  
Mike Bartley 10-65582 - President HOA Chapter 
10570 Bradshaw 
Overland Park, KS 66215 
913-219-5080 
mikebartley54@hotmail.com 

 

 

David M. Osborn 75-7280 – President Gateway 

Chapter 

633 Highview Circle Drive 

Ballwin, MO 63021 

314-808-5708 

osborns@swbell.net  

Robert M. English 96-43303 – Past President 

5 Exmoor Dr.  

Saint Louis, MO 63124  

314-989-9479 

englishes@charter.net 
 
Don Miller 06-59842 – Communications Editor 
12715 Grant Street 
Overland Park, KS 66213  
913-814-9107   
 olathedonm@aol.com 
 

Bradley Marples, M.D. HE95-41819 – Director 

5125 SW Redbud Lane 

Topeka, KS 66606  

785-271-5530 

bmarples@gmail.com  
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Guidelines for submitting an article for the Ozark Newsletter. 

 

Write about something that interests you.  As one of my professors taught me, “begin with end in mind”.  

So, take the time to plan the article. Another tip came from my High School Speech teacher when 

explaining the structure of a good speech was to “Tell them what you are going to tell them, tell them, 

and tell them what you told them”.  Advice appropriate for an article as well as a speech. 

 

I typically try for an article that is 4 – 5 pages long.  That is an 81/2 x 11-inch standard copy paper at 12 

pitch lettering, including pictures. 

 

Email your article to me at olathedonm@aol.com.  I use Microsoft office and Word can open almost 

any type of file containing your article.  I use “Arial” as a font style and start out with 11-point pitch letter 

size.  However, fonts and any pitch size are easily changed, so I can use almost anything. 

 

Pictures add much to the article.  So, include as many as you can that support your article.  I generally 

use .jpg files, but I can handle almost anything including Apple’s HEIC. 

 

Videos are a plus.  If you can send me an MP4 video I will upload it to my YouTube channel, and I will 

link it to the article.  If you use your cell phone to shoot the video, please, please hold your cell phone 

horizontally not vertically.  Video files are quite large and unless they are short cannot be emailed.  If 

you have your own website and can upload the video to that site, do so and send me a link to the video.  

You can also send me the video via Dropbox software. If you have a cloud drive service, you can send 

links to let me download the video. Finally, you could always mail me a USB drive!  (A note on video 

file types.  I prefer MP4, but I can convert almost anything you send me.) 

 

Newsletter Mission 

 

Provide an emailed quarterly Newsletter to the Ozark Division membership.  The Newsletter should 

include articles of interest to a wide variety of membership toy train interests.  Also, it should include 

updates from each of the chapters, listings of train-related activities and contact information for the 

Ozark Board of Directors. 

 

 

 

   
 

mailto:olathedonm@aol.com

